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ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA

Citizens Commemorate The Life And
Legacy Of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
VOLUME 44 NUMBER 21

St. Petersburg Metropolitan Section NCNW
Comm. Welch and family

BY EMMA C. CAVIN
SPECIAL TO THE CHALLENGER

ST. PETERSBURG - On Monday, Jan. 16 at
the St. Petersburg Coliseum, the 26th Annual Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. Leadership Awards
Breakfast, co-sponsored by the City of St.
Petersburg, The National Council of Negro
Women, and Progress Energy Florida, drew
citizens from all corners of the Tampa Bay to commemorate the life and legacy of Dr. King. Father
George Clements served as keynote speaker.
Clements a native of Chicago, IL, knew Dr. King
personally and marched with him during the Civil
Rights Movement.
Minister Thomas Whitlock

Pinellas County Housing Authority table

Photographs courtesy of Kelley Collier

Father Clements began his message by singing
the song, “I Woke up this Morning with a Mind
Stayed on Freedom,” a slight rewording of a
popular church melody. In his address, he related to
many incidents in which he was personally
involved and described Dr. King’s reactions to
them. Especially poignant were the descriptions of
events during Dr. King’s visits to Chicago and the
days before his death at the hands of a sniper in
Memphis, TN. “Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. told the
people what they needed to hear and understand in
order for them to see that freedom, justice, and love
should be a part of every person’s life,” Father
Clements expressed.
Dr. King’s death had a profound impact on

MLK
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WASHINGTON, D.C. Jesse Jackson Sr. talked about the
“parallel histories” of the
American and South African
quests for racial justice as he
recalled some of the leaders and
foot soldiers of each struggle
during the ANC’s 100th anniversary celebration recently. As I
listened, I found myself
wondering how many of the
younger generation in either
country could relate such stories
off the tops of their heads. The
stories of those struggles aren’t
told in their fullness and complex-

ity in the schools of either nation.
Recent studies in the U.S., for
example, report that the younger
generation’s knowledge about
even the civil rights movement of
the 1960s — let alone the generations-old history of black resistance to unjust laws designed to
keep them “in their place” — is
practically non-existent. They
might know about Martin Luther
King Jr., and maybe Rosa Parks.
But what about all the others who
led President Barack Obama to
say that he stood “on the
shoulders of giants”?
The same is true of the
younger generation in South
Africa, whose members are
referred to as the “born frees”

(born after Nelson Mandela was
released and became the
country’s first president who was
elected by all the people). Many
of the “born frees” in South
Africa know the name Mandela,
but they know the names of few
others who walked beside him or
blazed the trail for his long walk
to freedom.
To address young Americans’
lack of knowledge, I wrote To the
Mountaintop:
My
Journey
Through the Civil Rights
Movement for young readers —
ninth grade though college —
based on my own experience as

HISTORIES
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We Value Diversity. We Value Education. We Value History.

• A knowledge of history brings a feeling of fellowship that runs through the ages — be it a territory, a village, a district, or a nation.
• To live without history is likened to living without a form of memory.

• To be without history is to live without roots or a past, with the present having no real foundation, and very little meaning for the future.
• To know the events of our past (can help us) to know what future events can be.

• The Weekly Challenger is committed to featuring articles of all ethnic cultures for the reading enjoyment of both the young and old generations.

(TRICEEDNEYWIRE.COM)
New Hampshire’s
primary grabs headlines today, but if
history is any guide, the Jan. 21
South Carolina primary will play a
far greater role in determining the
Republican winner.
Of that state’s population, 28
percent are African-American, and
could be a major factor in the
primary. But Republican candidates
have made little effort to reach out
to the black community. Republican
South Carolina voters are likely to
be nearly as white as they were in
Iowa and New Hampshire. All the
Republican candidates will pay
tribute to Dr. King on his birthday
next week, but they seem oblivious
to one of his greatest contributions:
the creation of the New South.
In a time of growing inequality,
we forget the scope of Dr. King’s
victory. When I was growing up in
Greenville, S.C., segregation was
the law of the land. Blacks and

grated. Students from Clemson or
South Carolina root for their teams,
loyalties divided by the color of the
uniform, not the color of the players.
With the ending of legal segregation, the economy started to
modernize. Foreign investors
opened plants that would not have
come to the Old South. African
Americans gained the right to vote.
Now the Republican governor of
South Carolina, Nikki Haley, is of
South Asian descent. The New
South has come a long way, but has
a long way yet to go. In South
Carolina, the Republican Party consolidated its power through a
poisonous race-bait politics, as it did
throughout the South. The inequality rooted in 150 years of slavery and
100 years of legal apartheid has not
been overcome. African-Americans
in the New South have less wealth,
more poverty and worse unemployment than Whites. In South
Carolina, 37 percent of African
Americans live in poverty,
compared with 15 percent of
Whites.
Dr. King understood that the

(TRICEEDNEYWIRE.COM)
“No na tion ca n
long continue to flourish or to find
its way to a better society while it
allows any one of its citizens…to
be denied the right to participate in
the most fundamental of all privileges of democracy – the right to
vote.” Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
On Monday, Jan. 16, America
will celebrate what would have
been the 83rd birthday of Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. The day
will be marked from coast-to-coast
with parades, speeches, and pilg ri m ages to the new King
Memorial on the National Mall.
But in the midst of this outpouring
of praise, there is a sinister
movement afoot to undo one of Dr.
King’s hardest fought victories –
the removal of discriminatory
barriers to voting and the passage
of the Voting Rights Act signed

into law by President Lyndon
Johnson in 1965.
In Dr. King’s day, billy clubs,
cattle prods and guns kept African
Americans away from the polls.
Today, new voter restriction laws
on the books or in the works in at
least 34 states could deny the right
to vote to more than 5 million
Americans this year. These laws
include new photo ID requirements, elimination of early voting,
bans on voting by out-of-state
college students, and rollbacks of
voting rights for ex-felons who
have paid their debts to society.
Florida has even eliminated voting
on the Sunday before Election Day
which has traditionally been a day
when African American churches
organized “souls to the polls”
drives for their congregations.
The mostly conservative proponents of these new laws claim
they are meant to prevent widespread fraud – the casting of
ballots by people who are not
legally eligible to vote. But both

the Bush and Obama Justice
Departments have looked and not
found significant voter fraud in
American elections. So let’s be
clear – the real reason behind this
spate of new laws is to suppress
the votes of people likely to
support progressive candidates
and issues – African Americans,
Latinos, young people, the elderly
and people with disabilities. This
i s u n co n s ci o n ab l e. It i s un American. And it dishonors the
s acri fi ces o f g en erat i o n s o f
Americans who have fought and
died to extend the right to vote to
every citizen.
F o r t u n a t e l y, a g r o w i n g
number of Americans are fighting
back. On Dec. 10, the National
Urban League joined the NAACP
and a coalition of civil rights
groups at a “Stand for Freedom”
march and rally at the United
Nations to protest this blatant
attack on voting rights. Attorney
General Eric Holder has also
expressed concern about the
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Black Press strives to help every man in the firm belief

civil rights movement, having
ended segregation and gained the
right to vote, had to challenge
poverty and economic inequality. In
his final days, he was building a
poor people’s campaign, planning to
bring people to the nation’s capital
across lines of race, religion and
region to create a Resurrection City
and demand economic justice. He
was the true precursor of Occupy
Wall Street.
It is fitting that we celebrate Dr.
King’s birthday the week before the
first Southern primary. Republicans
still tout Reagan’s vision, but it was
King, not Reagan or Thurmond who
forged the New South. And it is
King’s unfinished agenda — how to
guarantee equal opportunity and
economic justice for all — that they
must address.
Over time, Republicans may
just find that a party of White
sa n c t u a r y a n d t r i c k l e - d o w n
economics has less and less appeal
in a South where race concerns
people less and economic opportunity worries them more.

legality of some of these new
Recently, the Justice
laws.
Department struck down a voter
ID law in South Carolina and
Holder promises to continue to
monitor these attempts and stop
them when they violate the law.
But beating back these efforts will
require citizen vigilance and
action.
In a recent speech at the LBJ
Library and Museum in Austin,
Texas, Holder urged Americans to
“Speak out. Raise awareness
about what’s at stake. Call on our
political parties to resist the temptation to suppress certain votes in
the hope of attaining electoral
success and… urge policymakers
at every level to reevaluate our
election systems - and to reform
them in ways that encourage, not
limit, participation.”
We agree. We must not let
the hard-won voting rights
secured by Dr. King, John Lewis,
LBJ and so many others slip
away.
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The New South Is
Legacy Of Martin Luther King
Whites attended separate and
unequal schools. My friends and I
were locked out of public institutions like the public library. We still
rode in the back of the bus.
Greenville was the home of Bob
Jones University, which Africans
could attend (if they didn’t fraternize with White women) while
African Americans could not. If we
wanted to play college sports, we
either attended a historically black
institution or went to schools in the
North or West.
South Carolina’s political leadership fiercely resisted the
movement for civil rights. My first
arrest came from trying to use the
public library. It took years of
struggle, demonstrations, sit-ins,
bloodshed and sacrifice, but in the
end, Dr. King had a more powerful
vision of the future than all of the
politicians, sheriffs and elites who
stood in the way.
The victory of the civil rights
movement helped to forge a new
South. In South Carolina, public
schools and public accommodations
are open to all. Colleges are inte-
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The 12th Annual Tampa Bay
Black Heritage Festival
Community Spotlight

BY ERSULA KNOX ODOM
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

TAMPA - The 12th Annual
Tampa Bay Black Heritage
Festival got off to a great start
Thursday evening with the
appearance of civil rights
activist Dr. Benjamin F. Chavis
Jr. for a viewing and discussion
of “The Blood Done Signed My
Name”, a movie based on Dr.
Chavis’ life. The movie was
well received by the audience
with included a strong showing
of Blake High School for the
Performing Arts students. Dr.
Chavis began his career in 1963
as a statewide youth coordinator
in NC for Rev. Dr. Martin
L u t h er K ing J r. and the
Southern Christian Leadership
Conference (SCLC) Dr. Chavis
said about his 12 years in
SCLC, “I joined everything I
could that I thought could make
life better for all people.” In
addition to being a civil rights
leader, Chavis is an author,
educator, and global business
leader and president of
Education Online Services

Paul Taylor

By Emma Cavin • Special to the Challenger

Donald Edwards “Don”
Barber, Husband and Father, Mentor and Friend

Ben Chavis and Tampa Civil Rights Activist Pat Spencer

Corporation (EOServe Corp.),
the world’s leading provider of
online higher education for
Historically Black Colleges and
Universities (HBCUs) across
America, as well as other
academic institutions of higher
learning throughout the world.
Chavis is also the president,
CEO and co-founder wit
Russell Simmons, of the HipHop Summit Action Network
(HSAN), the world’s largest
coalition of hip-hop artists and
recording industry executives.
In addition, Dr. Chavis is copresident of the Diamond
Empowe rmen t F u n d t h at
supports empowerment
programs in Africa. Dr. Chavis
also serves as the Senior
Advisor to The Black Alliance
for
Educational
Options
(BAEO). Dr. Chavis writes a
syndicated column for the
National Newspaper Publishers
Association (NNPA) t h at
reaches 20 million readers
weekly throughout the United
States and the Caribbean.
The Tampa Bay Black
Heritage Festival is a ten day
event featuring a full schedule
of cultural events. The 2012
headliners, in addition to Dr.
Chavis, are Marsha Ambrosius,
Black Violin, Rose Royce, Paul

Taylor, Michael Cunningham,
Rev. Dr. Floyd H. Flake, and Dr.
Marc Lamont Hill.
Featured artist Black Violin
played to a sold out house at the
David A. Straz Center on Friday
evening. The performance with
an audience demanded encore.
The festival street festival, a
TBBH signature event, started
with a bit of a chill in the air on
Saturday and ended with
beautiful sunny Sunday. New
this year, and slated repeat next
y e a r, w a s a d r u m c i r c l e
co n d u ct ed b y M y ro n an d
Natalie Jackson of the Kuumber
Dancers. Young and old enjoyed
their moment as a drummer. A
wonderful continuum was
performed by Revealing Truth’s
church marching band. Rose
Royce rocked the night with
crowd favorites, “Car Wash”
and “This is How We Do It”. A
family favorite, the children’s
village, moved inside The
Children’s Museum this year
offering an expanded experience. St. Petersburg’s Reader’s
Choice business owner, Tangela
Murphy, brought the authors’
village back to the festival.
Sunday was a day of Gospel and
Jazz, ending the street festival
with the crisp sounds of Paul
Taylor.

New Service Offers Printing
From The Cloud At
St. Petersburg Public Library

ST. PETERSBURG - From
your home or office computer,
laptop or smartphone, you can
now send a document through
the Internet Cloud to a printer at
any
neighborhood
St.
Petersburg Public Library. The
new devices work through a
Web site provided by the
PrinterOn service accessed
through the library’s home
page, at www.splibraries.org.
Through
the
website

customers can select the branch
and printer where they want to
retrieve their document, and
upload the document to “The
Cloud.” The PrinterOn service
will send back a release code by
e-mail which you then take to
the selected printer. The service
requires no special software on
your device.
To print you enter the
release code, submit the
payment and press the print

release button! Access to the
devices can also be found by
going to the PrinterOn Web site
and entering the city and state.
All of the St. Petersburg Public
Libraries are listed by location
along with their operating
hours. The charge for printing is
15 cents per page for black and
white prints or 35 cents for color
prints.
The service is not
provided
at
the
West
Community Library.

The Tampa Bay Senior Expo
Returns To Coliseum

ST. PETERSBURG - The
Tampa Bay Senior Expo is
returning to the Coliseum in
downtown St. Petersburg. This
is a special event designed for
seniors who want to make the
most of their golden years! For
one day only at the Coliseummeet local professionals who
offer expertise in financial
planning, health, fitness, home
improvement, recreation and
more. Seniors don’t want to
miss this special expo Monday,
Jan. 23 from 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
The Tampa Bay Senior

Expo is a free day of educational seminars, as well as fun and
entertainment! There will be
live musicians, games and door
prizes. Stroll through the floor
and browse exhibits from over
80 local organizations offering
products, tips, advice and free
giveaways.
If you want to make your
life the best it can be the Senior
Expo is a great way to get
started! There will be health
screenings
and
insurance
seminars, with personal one on
one contact. Visit with residen-

tial communities and local
hospitals so you can make
educated decisions. Several Bay
area companies will be in attendance with giveaways, special
coupons and new products.
Get ready for fun in this
special day dedicated to seniors.
Take charge of your golden
years at the Tampa Bay Senior
Expo!
FREE Admission and free
parking. The Coliseum – 535
4th Ave. N. For additional information contact:Dave LaBell,
727-893-8523.

Getting to know Donald Edwards is easy. All it
takes is a trip to Sam’s barbershop. There, he and his
fellow barbers dispense the latest news, some advice, a
few lessons in living, and one of the best cuts you will
ever get. All of this is done while he is buzzing across
your head with a pair of electric clippers. One thing that
makes the job so easy (or so it appears), is the number
of years he has followed this routine. Donald Edwards
is a master barber with 50 years of experience. He
began his work as a barber in California. In 1979, he
moved to St. Petersburg to start a business with a friend.
The two friends opened a small grocery store. It was a
new venture in a new city. He soon realized, however,
that the retail business was not for him. So he encouraged the friend to go to barbering school so that the two
of them could open a barber shop. For more than 30
years, Sam’s barbershop has been in the same location
that the shop occupies now.
Edwards was born in Cincinnati, Ohio. The only
child of Albert and Estelle Edwards was just 2 years
old when the family moved to his mother’s
hometown of Mobile, AL. He chuckles when he
relates his experiences in school. “I was a good
student,” Edwards said, “But I spent many lunch
periods in the principal’s office, just for mischief.” He
graduated from Central High School in 1949.
Shortly after completing high school, Edwards
moved to California. He joined the Navy and went to
serve his country. Basic training found him in San
Diego and San Francisco, CA. His job was to cook for
the officers on his ship and maintain supplies in the
commissary. The work was inside and comfortable for
him, so he has no complaints about it. “It was a
blessing,” he said, “that I was not injured or harmed in
any way.” This was during the Korean conflict and the
ship Edwards was on was a submarine destroyer.
Destroyer ships guarded and protected the fleet, often
composed of several ships and thousands of sailors. It
was his ship’s job to destroy any ships that posed danger
for the American sailors. Stationed in Hawaii, he also

spent time in China, Japan, and Korea. He returned
home after his tour of duty, which lasted three years,
nine months, and 25 days. Following his honorable
discharge, Edwards got married and settled down to
taking care of his family. He is the father of four
children - Kevin Desiree, Cedric, and Eric.
A member of Southside Tabernacle Baptist
Church, Edwards faithfully attends Sunday services,
Sunday School, bible study, the Men’s Institute, and
any other activities through which he can help
people, especially children. He was the finance
chairman for many years, but evangelizing is what he
spends time preparing for and doing from day to day.
He advises people to accept Christ as their personal
Savior. “If we trust and obey God’s word, he will
answer our prayers,” declared Edwards.
Edwards tried retirement for a short time period,
but he found that staying home and watching television was not the life for him. “I just cannot sit around
and do nothing. My wife goes to work, so I need to be
working too,” Edwards said. They enjoy traveling to
get away from their daily routine. “Cruising around
the warm waters of the Caribbean is something we
really enjoy doing,” Edwards said. Their most recent
trips have been to St. Thomas and Jamaica.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
OFFICIAL SAMPLE BALLOT
PRESIDENTIAL PREFERENCE PRIMARY AND MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS • JANUARY 31, 2012
PINELLAS COUNTY, FLORIDA
• Florida is a Closed
Primary State - Only
Registered Republicans
are Eligible to Vote
in the Republican
Presidential Preference
Primary
• All Eligible Voters
in Municipalities
Conducting Elections
on January 31
May Vote in Their
Respective Nonpartisan
Elections
• Any Eligible Voter
Can Vote by Mail To Request a Mail
Ballot, Check your
Mail Ballot Status,
or to Find Mail Ballot
Dropoff Locations
Visit:
www.votepinellas.com
Call:
(727) 464-VOTE (8683)
• Early Voting Dates
Saturday, January 21 –
Saturday, January 28
• Early Voting Hours
Monday-Friday
10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Saturday-Sunday
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
• Early Voting in our
Three Supervisor of
Elections Offices
Clearwater Court House
315 Court St. Rm 117,
Clearwater
Election Service Center
Starkey Lakes
Corp. Center
13001 Starkey Rd.,
Largo
St. Petersburg Office
501 1st Ave. N.,
St. Petersburg
• Election Day
Polls Open at 7:00 a.m.
Polls Close at 7:00 p.m.
• To Check Your
Registration Status,
Find Your Precinct,
Polling Location
Information, or for
Any Other Voter
Information
Visit:
www.votepinellas.com
Call: (727) 464-VOTE
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COMMUNITY NEWS
League of Women Voters Of Florida Offers
Voting Tips Before Presidential Primary

TALLAHASSEE - The
League of Women Voters of
Florida encourages all citizens
to vote with confidence during
this year's three elections. The
first election date is the Florida
GOP Presidential Preference
Primary on Jan. 31. Early
voting runs Jan. 21 to Jan. 28 in
all Florida counties except
Hillsborough, Collier, Hardee,
Hendry and Monroe, where
early voting will feature
extended dates.
To make sure voters are as
informed as possible about the
process, the League offers these
voting tips:
What happens on
Election Day if my residential
address is out-of-date?
Voters who have moved
from one county to another, and

who have not updated their
address with their Supervisor of
Elections, could be handed a
provisional ballot at the polls
under Florida's new election
law. You can change your
address by simply calling your
Supervisor of Elections before
you get to the polls.
I have heard that vote-bymail ballots are not counted
unless the election is close. Is
that true?
FA L S E ! Vo t e - b y - m a i l
ballots are actually the first
ballots to be counted. By
Florida law, Supervisors can
begin tablulating vote-by-mail
ballots 15 days before Election
Day. Vote-by-mail results are
not actually counted until after
7 p.m. on Election Day.
Where do I vote if I have

been forced out of my home
due to foreclosure?
The law states that you
must vote in the precinct where
you live on Election Day.
Voters in a foreclosure situation
have several options: Any voter
can vote early at one of several
designated early voting sites in
their county. There are no
assigned precincts for early
voting. In addition, you may
request a vote-by-mail ballot by
calling your local Supervisor.
The most practical option is to
contact your Supervisor and
update your residential address
before Election Day so that is
current and accurate. You can
do this by phone. Then go to
your assigned precinct for your
new address on Election Day.
Scan and be connected!

Update your voter status!
The League encourages
Florida voters to be ready for all
three elections in 2012. The
League has made it easy. Voters
with smartphones can scan the
"Be Ready to Vote" Microsoft
Tag and be connected to their
local Supervisor of Elections,
no matter where they live in
Florida. Voters have three
options to be connected: phone,
email or website.
The League encourages
voters to take action: Update
your voter record for address
changes, name changes, and
updates to vote-by-mail ballot
requests.
For non-smartphone users,
visit www.BeReadyToVote.org
or www.VamosAVotar.org.
It's democracy made easy!

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
Courtesy of

Saturday, Jan. 21- Seminar to Reduce Your Risk of Falling
and Your Fear of Falling, 9 a.m. - 12 noon. Sanderlin Family
Center, 2335 22nd Ave. S., St. Petersburg. Continental
Breakfast served. Call 727-321-9444 to register.
Saturday, Jan. 21- Student Art Exhibition, City Hall, 175
5th St. N., 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Visit a visual art showcase of
three Pinellas County School art magnet programs
(Perkins Elementary, John Hopkins Middle and Pinellas
County Center for the Arts @ Gibbs High School), currently
on display at City Hall during regular business hour. Visit
www.stpete.org or call 727-893-7465.
Sunday, Jan. 22 - Diversity Sunday Program, St.
Matthew's Episcopal Church, 738 Pinellas Point Drive S.,
will celebrate "Diversity Sunday" from 3-4 p.m. The
program will focus on the Civil Rights Movement and
achievements of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and St.
Petersburg civic leaders. The program will include an
address by retired educator Anthony Thurston, commentary by historian Will Michaels, Gospel Music, Praise
Dancing and Stepping, and the spoken word from
members of St. Matthew’s and the youth of the 10th Street
Church of God. The program is open to the public and
there is no charge. For more information call 866-2187.
Tuesday, Jan. 24 - Guided Tram Tours, Boyd Hill Nature
Preserve. 1101 Country Club Way S. Every Tues. through
Sat. 1 p.m. and Sat. at 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. Ranger guided
tram tour through Boyd Hill Nature Preserve. This tour is a
great way to see the preserve. Learn about our history,
alligators, gopher tortoises, birds and wild flowers. Cost:
admission plus a $2.00 tram fee. Arrange your own Tram
Tour for groups of five or more - no extra cost! Call to make
arrangements. 727-893-7326.

“Don't Call Me Crazy! I'm Just in Love”

If you are 62 years or older or
mobility impaired on a limited income

By Swiyyah?
LET ME HEAR
FROM YOU TODAY!
Facebook.com/swiyyahnm
swiyyahnm@yahoo.com
Call 727-776-0291

540 Second Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL
Call us at (727) 823-1575
FL Relay TTY 1-800-955-8771

Have you read

Special Rates
Apply to Early
Reservations!
CALL TODAY!
727-896-2922
Black History Month Edition FEBRUARY 16, 2012

The following job is currently available:

• Communications Director (#18621)
For information regarding the above, please go to:

DEADLINE TO RESERVE AD SPACE: MONDAY, FEB. 13

employment.usf.edu/applicants/Central?quickFind=58293

CALL TODAY OR EMAIL
advertising@theweeklychallenger.com

or visit the USFSP Human Resources Office at,
140 Seventh Avenue South, BAY 206, St. Petersburg, FL.
USFSP is an EO/Equal Access Institution. Welcoming...Diverse...Inclusive

YOU MAY QUALIFY FOR A
RENT SUBSIDIZED APARTMENT
at

MLF TOWERS

HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed???

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Let’$ Talk Money

by Roy James

Planning For Retirement:
Using Traditional And Roth IRAs
There are many vehicles used for retirement planning. One of the most common is
the traditional IRA (individual retirement
account). Since the federal government does
not yet recognize same sex couples, the
following discussion centers on lifetime
rules of IRAs. At the death of the individual,
continuation rules are different for survivors
who are spouses, rather than non-recognized
same sex couples. With those parameters
set, let’s continue.
Contributions to IRAs are often tax
deductible and distributions are often taxable
as income. Another type of IRA is the Roth
IRA in which contributions are made after
tax and distributions can be tax-free. Taxfree withdrawals can be attractive which
often prompts the question: Can a traditional
IRA be converted to a Roth IRA?
The answer is yes. As of 2010 there are
no longer income limitations for single
taxpayers and married taxpayers filing
jointly. The restrictions based on the filing
status of married filing separately have also
been repealed.
Conversions are not considered distributions but are fully taxable. Any deductible
contributions and gains will be taxable to the
owner and included in income in the year of
the conversion. A special deferral is
available for 2010 conversions.
For Roth owners under age 59-1/2, a
special rule applies to conversion amounts.
The conversion is not subject to the 10
percent federal income tax penalty. Any distribution of the conversion amounts, made in
the five-year period following the conver-

sion, will subject the conversion portion to
the 10 percent penalty, unless an exception
applies. This includes distributions to pay
the income taxes due on the conversion. This
prevents a Traditional IRA owner from
avoiding the 10 percent penalty by first converting to a Roth IRA. Earning on any conversions are subject to the rules related to
qualified distributions (must be after Roth is
open for five years and after 59-1/2, death,
disabled or first time home buyer).
Generally, it is best to pay any all income
taxes for the conversion from other assets.
Since 2008, employer-sponsored retirement plans can be rolled directly to a Roth
IRA.
IRA transfers and rollovers are powerful
financial tools. If properly handled, these
transactions allow funds to be shifted
between IRAs or withdrawn without paying
income taxes. The end result is often greater
convenience and/or greater control of funds
for the IRA owner. If you think a transfer or
rollover might make sense for you or your
partner, contact a qualified financial professional.
0192720-00001-00, Ed 12/22/2010, Exp
6/15/2012
Provided courtesy of Prudential. For
more information, contact Roy James,
L.U.T.C.F., a Financial Professional with
The Prudential Insurance Company of
America’s Sunshine State agency located in
Tampa, FL. Roy James’s private office is
located in St. Petersburg, Fl. He can be
reached at roy.james@prudential.com and
(727) 327-4137

The Folk Festival Needs
Volunteers

The
CLEARWATER
Pinellas County Historical Society
is looking for individuals or organizations to help with logistical
support for fundraising events at
Heritage Village. The next event is
the Pinellas Folk Festival - a
Centennial Celebration from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 28.
Call the historical society at
727-582-2233 to learn more
about volunteer opportunities
for this big day.
Heritage Village is located at
11909 125th St. N. in Largo. This

living history museum brings more
than 150 years of local history to
life. Tour 28 authentic buildings
and structures, and experience historical Pinellas County through
hands-on exploration. Paths wind
through 21 acres and connect with
the Florida Botanical Gardens and
the Pinewood Cultural Park
campus.
Heritage Village is open
Wednesday through Saturday from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sunday from
1 to 4 p.m. It is closed Mondays,
Tuesdays and all Pinellas County

holidays. For more information on
Heritage Village visit www.pinellascounty.org/heritage, or call 727582-2123.
For more information on
Pinellas County services and
programs, visit www.pinellascounty.org, now with LiveChat, or
create a shortcut to www.pinellascounty.org/mobile on any smartphone. Pinellas County government is on Facebook, Twitter and
YouTube.
Pinellas
County
complies with the Americans with
Disabilities Act.

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

BLACK HISTORY

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”

Source: biography.com

Roy Wilkins

Roy Wilkins was a
prominent civil rights activist
in the United States from the
1930s to the 1970s. Wilkins
was active in the National
Association for the
Ad v a n c e m e n t o f C o l o r e d
People (NAACP) and between
1931 and 1934 was assistant
NAACP
secretary
under
Walter Francis White. When
W. E. B. Du Bois left the
organization in 1934, Wilkins
replaced him as editor of
Crisis, the official magazine of
the NAACP.
Roy Wilkins was born in
St. Louis, Missouri. He grew
up in the home of his aunt and
uncle in a low-income, integrated community in St. Paul,
Minnesota. Working his way
through college at the
University of Minnesota,
Wilkins graduated from the
University of Minnesota with a
degree in sociology in 1923.
He worked as a journalist at
The Minnesota Daily and
became editor of St. Paul
Appeal, an African-American
newspaper. After he graduated
he became the editor of the
Kansas City Call. In 1929 he
married social worker Aminda
“Minnie” Badeau; the couple
had no children.
In 1950, Wilkins-along
with A. Philip Randolph,
founder of the Brotherhood of
Sleeping Car Porters, and
Arnold Aronson, a leader of
the National Jewish
Community Relations
Advisory Council-founded the
Leadership Conference on
Civil Rights (LCCR). LCCR

has become the premier civil
rights coalition, and has coordinated the national legislative
campaign on behalf of every
major civil rights law since
1957
In 1 9 5 5 , Wi l k i n s w a s
named executive secretary (the
title was later changed to
executive director in 1964) of
the NAACP. He had an
excellent reputation as an articulate spokesperson for the civil
rights movement. One of his
first actions was to provide
support to civil rights activists
in Mississippi who were being
subject to a “credit squeeze”
by members of the White
Citizens Councils.
Wilkins backed a proposal
suggested by Dr. T.R.M.
Howard of Mound Bayou,
Mississippi who headed the
Regional Council of Negro
Leadership, a leading civil
rights organization in the state.
Under the plan, black businesses and voluntary associations shifted their accounts to
the black-owned Tri-State
Bank of Memphis, Tennessee.
By the end of 1955, about
$280,000 had been deposited
in Tri-State for this purpose.
The money enabled Tri-State
to extend loans to creditworthy blacks who were
denied loans by white banks.
Wilkins participated in the
March on Washington (1963),
the Selma to Montgomery
marches (1965), and the March
Against Fear (1966).
He believed in achieving
reform by legislative means;
he testified before many

Congressional hearings and
conferred with Presidents
Kennedy, Johnson, Nixon,
Ford, and Carter. Wilkins
strongly opposed militancy in
the movement for civil rights
as represented by the “black
power” movement.
In 1967, Wilkins was
awarded the Presidential
Medal of Freedom by Lyndon
Johnson. During his tenure, the
NAACP led the nation into the
Civil Rights movement and
spearheaded the efforts that led
to significant civil rights
victories, including Brown v.
Board of Education, the Civil
Rights Act of 1964, and the
Voting Rights Act of 1965.
In 1977, at the age of 76,
Wilkins retired from the
NAACP and was succeeded by
Benjamin Hooks. He died
September 9, 1981. In 1982 his
autobiography Standing Fast:
The Autobiography of Roy
Wilkins was published posthumously.
The Roy Wilkins Centre
for Human Relations and
Human Justice was established
in the University of
M i n n e s o t a ’s H u m p h r e y
Institute of Public Affairs in
1992.

OBITUARY
LaRonda E. Speights-Harris
of Port Hueneme, CA, formally of St. Petersburg,
passed away January 11, 2012. Survived by her husband,
Kevin Harris, mother, Betty L. Speights, step-children Kevin, Jr.
and Katrina, brothers, Apostle Michael D. Long (Evelyn),
Keith Long, Pastor Carlos Speights (Karen), and Darius Wilson,
father- and mother-in-law, Harold and Luauraetta Harris Sr.,
uncles, aunts and a host of nieces, nephews, cousins,
great uncles and aunts, and sorrowing friends.
Funeral services will be Saturday, Jan. 21, at 11 a.m. at
Mt. Pilgrim MBC, 4000 5th Ave. S., St. Petersburg.
Visitation Friday, Jan. 20 from 6-8 p.m. at the church.
Young’s Funeral Home, Clearwater (442-2388)

Call Dianne Speights
Independent Sales Director

727-403-0144 or
727-866-6621

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, JANUARY 19, 2012

ENTERTAINMENT

11 6 34

PICK OF THE WEEK!

814
277
490

CA$H 3
DOG DAYS

WE WELCOME YOUR
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

4-7 1-4
2-8 7-3
6-5 3-6
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
49ers Thrilled To Stay Home For NFC Title Game

Vernon Davis

BY JANIE MCCAULEY

SANTA CLARA, Calif.
(AP) - Any cold-weather
garments Vernon Davis owns
are getting tossed aside as
quickly as he changed San
Francisco’s playoff fortunes
with a game-winning
touchdown catch against the
favored Saints.
``I was ready for
whatever,’’ Davis said Monday.
``Now I don’t need it. Throw it
away. See ya.’’
Instead of gearing up
literally speaking for a trip to
frigid Green Bay, the 49ers (143) get to stay right at home in
the much-warmer and friendlier Bay Area to host the New
York Giants in the franchise’s
first NFC championship game
since the 1997 season.
The NFC West champion
Niners already beat New York

27-20 at Candlestick Park in
November, and both teams
have come far since Justin
Smith batted down Eli
Manning’s last-ditch pass to
seal it in the waning moments.
The Giants stunned the
defending Super Bowl
champion Packers on Sunday
to give San Francisco the home
field. The 49ers are one victory
from their first Super Bowl
since capturing the franchise’s
fifth championship after the
1994 season.
``It was a great feeling. We
don’t have to go nowhere. We
can just go out back, go out
back and throw the football
around,’’ Davis said. ``The
opponents, they come to us.
And that’s always good, having
home-field advantage, and
having the team come to you.
We get another shot, another
home game. Amazing feeling.’’
Alex Smith hit Davis for a
47-yard completion on a cross
to the left sideline with 31
seconds left Saturday, then
again for the game-winning
score from 14 yards on which
Davis ran over safety Roman
Harper to cross the goal line on
the way to a 36-32 win. The
play was called ``Vernon
Post.’’
Tea rs stream ed d o wn
Davis’ face and he fell into the
arms of first-year coach Jim
Harbaugh after the victory in
San Francisco’s first playoff

game in nine years.
In January 2003, the 49ers
rallied to stun the Giants 39-38
in the NFC wild-card game at
Candlestick.
Davis, who also had a 49yard TD reception in the first
quarter, finished with seven
catches for 180 yards the most
yards receiving by a tight end
in a playoff game.
His last-second TD immediately became ``The Grab,’’ a
fitting nickname to follow a
couple of others in 49ers postseason lore: ``The Catch’’ from
Joe Montana to Dwight Clark
to win the NFC championship
game against Dallas after the
1981 season and ``The Catch
II’’ from Steve Young to Terrell
Owens for a winning TD with 3
seconds left in a 30-27 wildcard win over the Packers after
the 1998 season.
No riled-up cheeseheads
this time.
Miami man Frank Gore,
who last month became the
49ers’ career rushing leader,
couldn’t be happier not to need
thermals this week while
preparing for the biggest game
yet in a seven-year career
featuring three Pro Bowl selections.
``Oh yeah!’’ Gore said with
a grin when asked about being
pleased to have another home
game in San Francisco. ``If we
would have had to go there, I
would’ve toughened it up. I

don’t need it (big jacket) now.’’
San Francisco drew a
sellout crowd of 69,732 for
Saturday’s thriller against
Drew Brees and New Orleans
on a beautiful sunny winter day
with a 62-degree kickoff temperature.
While rain is in the forecast
for Sunday’s NFC title game, it
sure beats the alternative of
travel to the Midwest this time
of year.
While Harbaugh won’t
root ``be careful what you wish
for,’’ he noted for anyone aside
from big brother and Baltimore
Ravens coach, John, he fully
understands the benefits of
hosting another postseason
game and having players in
their own beds leading up to
Sunday. San Francisco earned
the NFC’s No. 2 seed.
``In terms of having the
game here, that is an advantage
for us,’’ Harbaugh said. ``And I
really say that after feeling the
game this past Saturday in
Candlestick. Our fans turned
that stadium into a fortress.
That was as good as it can get.
Our crowd was behind us, our
players felt it, it was a great
environment. ... It felt like, I
mean, somebody locked the
gates and put us in here and we
got 70,000 and a city behind
us. It just felt that way, it felt
good, it felt like an advantage.
I hope we get that this week as
well.’’

Harbaugh wouldn’t say
whether he believes in the old
adage that it’s tough to beat the
same team twice in the NFL
San Francisco swept its two
regular-season meetings with
Seattle and St. Louis in divisional play but he knows the
Giants have improved plenty
in the two months since the
teams last saw each other.
``It became evident that the
Giants were playing harder and
just executing better and
played as a team,’’ Harbaugh
said of watching Sunday’s
game.
` ` T h a t ’s f o r m i d a b l e
opponent. That is a worthy
opponent. That is a scary
opponent. We will have to
come with every ounce of our
A game as well.’’
Notes: Harbaugh had no
updates on the status of TE
Delanie Walker, recovering
from a broken jaw sustained
Dec. 24 at Seattle, or
WR/return man Ted Ginn Jr.,
who injured his right knee
Saturday after being slowed in
recent weeks by an injured left
ankle. Of Walker, Harbaugh
said, ``It all will be in the
doctor’s hands. I have not
gotten confirmation one way
or the other.’’ Harbaugh said he
hasn’t been given any indication that Ginn’s injury is
serious enough to keep him off
the field, while noting, ``I
don’t have my MD.’’

Ravens Prepare For Their Most Important Road Trip

John Harbaugh

BY DAVID GINSBURG

OWINGS MILLS, Md.
(AP) - No team in the NFL had a
better home record than the
Baltimore Ravens, who are
headed to the AFC championship game on the strength of
their 9-0 mark at M&T Bank
Stadium.
Unfortunately, their path to
the Super Bowl calls for a road
trip to New England.
Baltimore (13-4) would
have had home-field advantage
throughout the playoffs if not
for its mediocre 4-4 record on
the road. The Ravens’ last loss, a
34-14 rout in San Diego on Dec.
18, cost them the top seed in the
AFC.

Playing as the No. 2 seed,
Baltimore returned from a bye
to beat the Houston Texans 2013 at home on Sunday. That
completed the Ravens’ first
perfect season at home. The
only other team to finish
unbeaten at home was New
Orleans (8-0).
``It was awesome. We love
being at home,’’ linebacker
Jarret Johnson said Monday,
well aware that Baltimore’s next
home game will be in the
preseason in August.
If the Ravens are to get to
Indianapolis, site of the Super
Bowl, they must beat the
Patriots (14-3) in Foxborough
on Sunday.
Baltimore defeated New
England in the playoffs on the
road after the 2009 season, but
its overall record against the
Patriots is 1-6 including a 27-24
defeat in 2007 in Baltimore, a
27-21 loss in New England in
2009 and a 23-20 setback in
overtime last season.
``The last four times we
played them, going back to `97,
all four of them have been
wars,’’ Johnson said. ``Even

though they’ve won three of the
four, they had to earn it. This
one is not going to be any
different. It’s going to be an
extremely intense situation and
environment, and we’re looking
forward to it. It’s going to be
fun.’’
Baltimore has proven it can
win playoff games on the road.
In addition to that 33-14 win
in New England, the Ravens
won in Miami and Tennessee
after the 2008 season and
defeated Kansas City at
Arrowhead Stadium last season.
Coach John Harbaugh
hopes his team will benefit from
the experience.
``I think it helps just by the
fact that we’ve done it,’’ he said.
``Most of our team has been
there before. Those young guys
can relate to the older guys, and
the older guys can share some
wisdom.
``But it’s not going to
impact necessarily this game
except to the extent that our
guys have been there before and
it’s certainly not going to be
anything new to them. And
that’s a good thing.’’

Harbaugh shot down two
questions Monday pertaining to
the team’s difficulty on the road
this season. Baltimore lost to
Seattle, Tennessee, Jacksonville
and San Diego four teams that
didn’t make the playoffs and
finished with a combined 29-35
record.
The Ravens did, however,
win at Pittsburgh and
Cincinnati, as Harbaugh was
quick to point out when asked if
his team was better prepared to
win a big game on the road at
this juncture of the season.
Harbaugh said the key to
winning on the road is to avoid
turnovers, and that’s one big
reason why the Texans failed to
ruin Baltimore’s unblemished
record at home. Houston gave
the ball away four times, and the
Ravens cashed in two of those
turnovers in taking a 17-3 lead.
``The four turnovers, that’s
big,’’ Baltimore safety Bernard
Pollard said. ``As a defense, we
want to get the ball back to our
offense.’’
Safety Ed Reed, who had a
key interception in the fourth
quarter, was helped off the field

after rolling his left ankle.
``Ed looks like he’s all
right,’’ Harbaugh said Monday.
The Ravens will need Reed
against New England quarterback Tom Brady, who pierced
Denver’s defense with six
touchdown passes in a 45-10
rout Saturday.
Beating the Patriots on the
road will be no easy task, and
the oddsmakers agree: The
Patriots have been made 7 1/2point favorites to win the game
and advance to the Super Bowl.
``We like being the
underdog. We’re used to it,’’
Johnson said. ``I think we
handle it better, psychologically.
I don’t know why, but I think we
do. Should we be? I don’t know.
Obviously it’s their place,
they’re the No. 1 seed, they’ve
earned it. They’re one of the top
offenses in the league. They
deserve to be the top team.’’
Especially at home.
``Their fans are always
rowdy,’’ Johnson said. ``We’ve
been in a lot of wars up there
and we’ve only won one. We’re
looking to go in and win another
one.’’

Miami
Boosters
May No
Longer
Host
Athletes

BYTIM REYNOLDS

CORAL GABLES, Fla. (AP) Miami boosters may no longer
provide occasional meals for the university’s athletes or host them at their
homes, even though those acts are
typically allowed by the NCAA.
The school’s compliance
office announced the changes in
a newsletter which was obtained
by The Associated Press.
In August, former Miami
booster Nevin Shapiro told Yahoo
Sports that he provided extra
benefits to 72 Hurricanes football
players and recruits from 2002
through 2010. He said some of
those benefits included meals and
entertainment at his homes.
Going forward, Miami is telling
its boosters that cannot happen.
``Boosters
should
not
provide any type of food, drink,
transportation, or other extra
benefits to current studentathletes,’’ the newsletter reads.
Under NCAA rule, athletes
``may receive an occasional meal
from a representative of athletics
interests on infrequent and special
occasions.’’ The NCAA also cites
certain conditions under which those
meals may take place, and does
permit those events to take place in a
booster’s home.
Shapiro, a convicted Ponzi
scheme architect who federal
officials say masterminded a scam
that bilked investors of $930
million, is serving a 20-year prison
sentence. He is not mentioned in
the newsletter and Miami’s athletic
department remains under NCAA
investigation for its compliance
practices, an inquiry largely related
to Shapiro’s allegations.
Miami self-imposed a bowl ban
for the 2011 season in response to
the ongoing investigation. At 6-6,
Miami would have been eligible to
compete in a postseason game.
Sanctions are expected once the
NCAA probe ends, though there is
no timetable for that to occur.
Miami’s compliance office said
it prepares newsletters similar to this
one for the school’s Hurricane Club
members twice a year, and sends
others to staff members up to 10
times a year. Other topics covered in
the latest newsletter include a
reminder that boosters may not have
communications such as phone
calls, text messages, emails and
letters with prospective athletes, and
an example of how booster involvement in recruiting led to Mississippi
State being sanctioned by the
NCAA in 2004.
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STATE & NATIONAL
President Obama
Calls For Corporations
To Bring Jobs Home
BY HAZEL TRICE EDNEY

WASHINGTON, D. C.(TriceEdneyWire.com) – As a
keen focus continues on what
appears to be a recovering
economy, but rising unemployment
rate
for AfricanAmericans, President Obama
last week announced a new
strategy for bringing jobs back
to America.
A f ter a White House
meeting with corporate
leaders, the President called
for businesses and corporations to reverse their outsourcing of jobs and contracts to
other nations and press to find
people to fill those jobs here at
home.
“I could not have enjoyed
more the meeting that I had
this morning, because what
these companies represent is a
source of optimism and
enormous potential for the
future of America. What they
have in common is that they’re
part of a hopeful trend: They
are bringing jobs back to
America,” he said. “You’ve
heard of outsourcing. Well,
these companies are insourcing. These companies are
choosing to invest in the one
country with the most productive workers, the best universi-

ties, and the most creative and
innovative entrepreneurs in the
world, and that is the United
States of America.”
President Obama’s remarks
came on the heels of new
unemployment numbers from
the Bureau of Labor Statistics
that showed an overall dip to
8.5 percent, the lowest since he
took office. Yet, unemployment for African-Americans
has crept up over the past three
months to 15.8 percent.
He did not specifically
mention the African-American
jobless rate in the Jan. 11
speech, but he spoke of the
suffering that results from job
losses. The President recently
visited 53 percent Black
Cleveland, Ohio, where the
economic downturn has hit
especially hard. There, the
unemployment rate is about 17
percent.
President Obama stressed
the reality that companies that
find cheaper labor abroad are
simply doing what they must
in order to grow and make ends
meet. But, he asked them to
sacrifice for the moment due to
the American jobs crisis.
“Right now, we’re at a
unique moment, an inflection
point, a period where we’ve
got the opportunity for those

BY ROGER CALDWELL
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

Pete Souza/The White House

President Obama meets
with the people

jobs to come back,” he said.
He is also hoping to push
legislation through Congress
that will offer businesses
incentives to insource and
punish those that do not.
“In the next few weeks,
we’re also going to put
forward new tax proposals that
reward companies that choose
to bring jobs home and invest
in America. And we’re going
to eliminate tax breaks for
companies that are moving
jobs overseas,” Obama said.
“There are workers ready
to work, right now,” he said.
“That’s why I set a goal of
doubling our exports of goods
and services by 2014 –- and
it’s a goal, by the way, that
we’re on track to meet; in fact,
we’re a little ahead of schedule
in meeting that goal.”

Mary Kay Independent
Beauty Consultants Converge
On Atlanta To Boost
Economy By $15 Million

DALLAS — While a
sluggish economy continues to
undermine the job market and
business growth, cosmetics
p o w er hous e M ar y Kay is
breaking records reporting a 15
percent increase in sales in
2011. The city of Atlanta will
see first-hand how Mary Kay
independent beauty consultants
are achieving success. The city
played host to more than 10,000
leading Mary Kay independent
beauty consultants during Mary
Kay Inc.’s annual Leadership
Conference from Jan. 8-14 at
the Georgia World Congress
Center.
“We are coming off a strong
year because we’ve seen more
women wanting to start a Mary
Kay business,” said Yvette
Franco, Mary Kay Inc. Vice
President of U.S. Marketing.
“Our independent sales force is
more diverse and more women
from GenY are joining Mary
Kay. The fundamental principles of our business are
appealing to women of every
demographic group. Young
people enjoy the fact that this
business offers flexibility. The
long-standing appeal of our
products combined with the
increase in sales force members,

have resulted in strong sales for
Mary Kay.”
Along with hundreds of
pink Cadillacs, the weeklong
conference brought more than
$15 million in direct economic
impact to the city of Atlanta —
making Mary Kay one of
Atlanta’s largest conferences.
M a r y K a y ’s L e a d e r s h i p
Conference consists of two
back-to-back, four-day conferences designed to support and
further develop the businesses
of leaders among Mary Kay
independent beauty consultants.
Each year Mary Kay holds
its Leadership Conference in a
different city in the United
States. However, the company
has held the conference in
Atlanta nine times making
Atlanta one of the company’s
most frequent host cities.
Attendance for Leadership
Conference in Atlanta is up nine
percent from previous years.
“We have a long rich history
with Atlanta that dates back to
the opening of our distribution
center in the area in the early
70s,” said Annie Josefsen, Mary
Kay Inc.’s Vice President of
R ec ognition an d E v en t s .
“We’ve held this conference
nine times in Atlanta because

Governor Scott
Gives An Optimistic State
Of The State Address

the city goes above and beyond
to make sure every need we
have is met. Plus, our independent beauty consultants enjoy the
hospitality of Atlanta. From the
shopping centers to the restaurants to the hotels, everyone
makes sure that we feel
wel co m e. At l an t a i s l i k e a
second home to us. The city
rolls out the red carpet and goes
a step further to paint it pink.”
About Mary Kay
Mary Kay is one of the
world’s largest direct selling
companies with more than $2.5
billion in annual wholesale sales
worldwide. Mary Kay was
founded in 1963 by Mary Kay
Ash with the goal of helping
women achieve personal growth
and financial success. Mary
Kay remains committed to
enriching women’s lives, and
today more than 2 million
people of all backgrounds are
enjoying the advantages of
being Mary Kay Independent
B eau t y C o n s u l t an t s . M ary
Kay’s high-quality skin care and
color cosmetic products are sold
in more than 35 countries
around the world. To learn more
a b o u t M a r y K a y, v i s i t
www.marykay.com .

WE WE LC O M E
YO U R LETTE R S TO
TH E E D ITO R

TALLAHASSEE - “My
fellow Floridians, I’m here
today to tell you that promise
and opportunity will return, in
fact are returning even as we
meet here today. While we have
many miles to go, and some of
them will be painful, our higher
journey is already under way.
This year and today we see the
rebirth of an even greater
Florida,” says Governor Scott.
Based on this statement, it
appears after one year on the
job, Governor Scott has
mastered his position, and the
next three years will be smooth
sailing for Floridians. Even
though, the state has a deficit of
anywhere from $2 billion to
$3.5 billion, and the governor
has 6 to 8 suits against his
administration, he has everything under control.
In December, his job
approval rating was 26 percent,
the lowest of any governor in
the country, but from his perspective he had a very productive and prosperous year. This
past year the educational
system was cut by $1.3 billion,
and the school system has
drooped from 5th place to 11th
place in the country. Governor
Scott has also given back
millions in federal funding,
because he does not like federal

regulations.
“This governor has made it
clear he doesn’t like the
president of the United States.
And because of his distaste for
the president he has turned back
$2.5 billion that could have
been used to build rail and put
Floridians back to work,” says
U . S . R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Te d
Deutch, D-Boca Raton.
After last year cutting $1.3
billion from the educational
budget, the governor is recommending in his new budget $1
billion for education, but it does
not equal what was cut. There
are also 30,000 new students
added to the system and $500
million that the state will not
receive from the federal government this year for education.
Based on this information, the
counties in the state will still
have to cut because $1 billion is
not enough in funding for the
teachers and the students.
“This year we must also
reform auto insurance to crack
down on the fraud and abuse
that has run rampant, and is
estimated to cost Floridians 900
million dollars,” says Governor
Scott. Many times when you
open a can of worms you get
more than you bargained for.
Changing PIP and car insurance
at this time may end up costing
more money, and the new
system can turn into one big
mess.
It appears that Governor

Gov. Rick Scott

Scott in his first year can take
credit for creating 130,000 jobs.
According to many economic
analyses, there is no evidence
that Scott’s policies have contr i b u t e d t o j o b g r o w t h .
Nevertheless, there is job
growth in Florida, but the
majority of the new jobs were
in the lowest paying sectors.
Wages in Florida have
fallen for the poorest workers
and poverty is increasing.
Florida has one of the highest
populations of uninsured in the
country and also one of the
highest
populations
of
homeless.
The governor can give an
eloquent and articulate speech,
but Floridians are suffering.
Tallahassee and the governor
can continue to cut programs
and try to balance the budget on
the backs of poor and the
middle class. Floridians are
opening up their eyes and they
know fluff, when they hear it.

Senator Joyner’s
Bill On Human Trafficking
Passes 2nd Committee

TA L L A H A S S E E –
Legislation
sponsored
by
Senator Arthenia Joyner (DTampa) increasing protection
for victims of human trafficking
unanimously passed the Senate
Criminal Justice Committee on
January 12. This is especially
poignant in light of January
b e i n g H u m a n Tr a ff i c k i n g
Awareness Month.
SB 80 creates tools for law
enforcement to more effectively
identify victims of human trafficking at no cost to the state,
especially in emerging profes-

HISTORIES

continued from front page

one of two students to desegregate the University of Georgia,
as well as my subsequent
journey through the civil rights
era. The title was inspired by the
enduring and prescient speech
Dr. King gave in Memphis,
Tenn., on April 3, 1968, the
night before he was assassinated. He was encouraging the
striking sanitation workers who
had brought him there, telling
them there would be “some
difficult days ahead,” but that
he had “been to the mountaintop,” had “seen the promised
land,” that “we, as a people, will
get to the promised land.”
I wrote this chronicle of the
movement not just for the
record, but to give this generation the history that will help
them appreciate the ground-

sional areas such as massage
therapy where the crime appears
to be growing. Many of
Florida’s communities have a
number of massage therapy
facilities that appear to be
offering services beyond the
standard fare, and are open for
business until midnight and
beyond.
The bill will provide for
more effective identification
and verification of licensed
massage therapists by requiring
these individuals to have in their
possession a valid license issued

by the Florida Department of
Health, as well as a government
issued identification.
“This change makes it clear
that the State of Florida will
protect any person at risk of
becoming a victim of human
bondage or being forced to
engage in illicit sexual activities,” said Sen. Joyner. “The
legislation
creates
vitally
important protections for these
victims.”
Senator Joyner’s bill next
heads to the Senate Budget
Committee for a hearing.

breaking freedom trail they and
their country traveled. I hope to
help them understand that 1)
there can be no progress without
struggle and 2) it is important to
remain vigilant in order to
protect the gains of the past, and
to hold America and its leaders
accountable when our hard-won
democratic rights are threatened, as they appear to be today,
in some instances.
As I read reports of efforts
to put obstacles in the paths of
young black voters today in
order to help ensure certain
outcomes in the next national
elections, I am reminded of the
ways in which white racist
Southerners prevented blacks
from registering to vote for
years prior to the civil rights
movement of the 1960s: making
them take literacy tests that even
the white administrators
probably couldn’t pass and pub-

lishing the names of blacks who
had attempted to register at a
time when hooded night riders
and other not-hooded whites
made sport of killing “uppity
blacks” with impunity. The law
- or at least those in charge of
enforcing the law - was on their
side.
Young civil rights activists
and local blacks who joined
black voter registration drives
were often killed, or otherwise
brutally made to pay for their
efforts. But they joined the
effort prepared, if necessary, to
die. They did so in the righteous
belief in a Constitution that
extolled and affirmed the rights
of all America’s citizens, regardless of race, creed or color, and
also with the conviction born of
the faith in their own values that
one day, righteousness would
prevail.
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First Baptist Institutional Church

955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org
Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study..........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study .....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Tuesday Night Live - Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

If you are brokenhearted in spirit, unable to forgive, dealing with issues
of love, anger, deception, betrayal, lied and cheated, and kicked to the curb. Tune into this weekly
broadcast for an empowering and anointed word thru God’s Radio Angel and messenger.

3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

Princess Denise Wright
Radio Host /
TV Personality

Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

Need Prayer: Call Matters of the Heart Unity Prayer Line ( Mon-Wed-Fri)
5:30 AM- 6:30 AM (ph# 1-641-715-3200) access code: 135478 ( hit # sign)
Sunday Radio Broadcast: WNQM-1300AM ( Nashville, TN. ) 11:45 AM - 12:00 PM
Live streaming audio ( www.wwcr.com) click WNQM
Thursday Nights: 9:15 PM - 9:30 PM ( EST)
Universal Christian Radio: www.universalchristianradio.com
Saturdays: 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM ( EST) Matters of the Heart Radio & Connecting Point
Ministries, Pastor Kisha Jordan, Radio Ministry Jackie Mc Gee
( Love, Joy, Peace & Holy Spirit Radio Ministry)

Email: princessdenise.8818@yahoo.com•727-289-2475 (bus)
www.mattersoftheheartministry.org

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.” Psalms 51:10

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

10th Street Church Of God

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Friendship
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Sunday................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship
Sunday School. ..............................................9:30 a.m.

Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study

Thursday..........7 p.m. Youth Enrichment - Awana

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670
Sunday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

SERVICES

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.
Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

United for Christ

Freewill Baptist Church

(727) 898-9407

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

727-258-4993
www.ufcfbaptistchurch.org

Wednesday Night Bible Study ......................7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service .............................11:00 a.m.

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Missionary Baptist Church

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006
Br o . R ob er t Sm i th

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

HAS GOD CHOSEN YOU?
SAVED BY GRACE ALONE!
Southside Tabernacle Baptist Church, 3647 18th Ave. S. 327-9711
Women’s Retreat in March! Call for reservation information!

Visit
Us!

SSTBC.org (website)
WRXB (1590 AM) - Sundays, 11 AM
Sunday Worship - 9:30 AM • Southside Institute of Biblical Studies - Wed. 7:30 PM

Rev. Richard Jackson
and Rev. Henry Payne
Co-Pastors
Women’s Growth Institute
holds Community
Bible Study (CBS)
1st & 3rd Saturdays
Nov. - April 9:30 a.m. - Noon
Studying Ephesians
Childcare available
for ages 2-6
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services

OF

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ...............................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

Rev. Brian K. Brown

By The Word of Faith Church Inc.
558 28th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-328-0788 • Fax: 727-328-8460

Service Times and Schedules
EVERY TUESDAY-THURSDAY FROM 10 AM - 2 PM
COME AND GET A BAG OF FOOD ONCE A MONTH

Bishop Willie C. Sands
Evangelist Patricia Sands

THE ROCK

11

Wednesday Night 7:00 p.m. Empowerment Service
3rd and 4th Sunday 9:00 a.m. New Members Class
Sunday Morning 9:00 Sunday School
Sunday Morning Service 10:00
Nursery Available and Children Ministry!!!

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Sunday Worship Service.........10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

CHURCH NEWS
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church

“Impact the world by
equipping believers to reach the
lost with the gospel of Jesus
Christ.”
Attention: Young Adults (18
– 25) our REACH Ministry
invites you to join the Tuesday
evening bible study weekly at 7
p.m. in the Youth Education
Building located at 921 20th St.
The Children and Youth
Ministries has a variety of social
outlets for ages 6-18. Your child
can learn basic Christian values
through Scouting. Cub and Boy
Scouts meet every Monday at

6:30 p.m. Girl Scouts meet
every first, third and fifth
Monday at 6:30 p.m.
Is your child interested in
music? Try our Community
Marching Band and Flag Corp
under the direction of Mr. Deon
Bryant. Contact the church at
894-4311 for more information.
Lunch Time Bible Study
each Wednesday at 12 noon. We
invited you for an interactive
study for just 30 minutes in the
main sanctuary. Open to the
public.
We invite you, your family

and friends to join us for weekly
uplifting and spirit filled
worship services every Sunday,
at 7:45 a.m. and 10 a.m. Teen
Services are held every second,
third, fourth Sunday at 10 a.m.
in the Youth Chapel.
Visit us on the web: mzprogressive.org and like us on
FACEBOOK for other ministry
activities and events.
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church,
955 20th St. S. Phone: 727-8944311. www.mzprogressive.org.

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church

“The Ship – One Lord, One
Faith, One Baptism, One
Church.”
Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church is a Family of
believers in Christ, reaching out
to the world, preaching the
gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by
demonstrating the Love of
Christ.
MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Sunday, Jan. 29 - Annual
Ministries Open House: All
M i n i s tr ies of Frie ndship
Missionary Baptist Church
wants to share what we are
doing and invites you to visit
our tabletop presentations.
There will be representatives to
talk with at each table to learn
more about a particular
ministry. Open House will be
available for both services.
Feb. 16-18, Thursday –
Friday - 6:30 – 9 p.m. The
Ship’s Music Ministry will be

hosting: “Revitalizing the Pews;
Evangelizing
through
the
Message of Music.” This event
is a Choir Workshop and
Orientation. The workshop is
open for new membership!
Registration: Feb. 16 at 6
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 18 at 9 a.m. –
2 p.m. All attendees should be 18
and older. If you are interested,
please contact Jeremy Jackson,
Minister of Music or the Church
Office at 727-906-8300
The Employee Relations
Counsel Ministry is accepting
Job Interest applications for the
position of Assistant Minister of
Music/Organist. The ability to
read music - musically trained
or holds a degree in music is
preferred. Done by the order of
the Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church, Incorporated.
Please contact FBMC Office
727-906-8300.
Have you found the key? If
you’re looking for the key to

happiness or heaven, you’ll find
it through Jesus Christ. Dr. John
A. Evans, Sr., and Friendship
welcome you to open our doors.
Friendships’ Morning Services
starts at 7:45 a.m. and 10:45
a.m. Sunday School begins at
9:30 a.m.
Prayer still works for the
glory of God. Come join us
each Wednesday for Noonday
Bible Study or each Wednesday
night at 7 p.m. as we study the
Book of Hebrews, Dr. John A.
Evans, Sr., facilitator.
The Youth Enrichment –
Awana curriculum convenes on
Thursday nights, at 7 p.m. First
Lady Teresa Evans, Director of
Youth Ministry.
Friendship is located at 3300
31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL
33712. Our telephone number:
727-906-8300. Don’t forget to
visit our website:
www.fmbctheship.org.
God Bless You – The Ship!

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church

The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish
that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings
upon their lives. St. Mark is
grounded in a Christ-centered
doctrine that has as its central
theme, a belief that we are a
haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering
for and thirsting after the
enlightened word of God. At St.
Mark, we are Christians willing
to work and partner in unity,
praising God for His awesome
gift, His son Jesus Christ.
Calendar Events for the
Month of January
Jan. 25-28 - Congress No.
2-Hosted
by
Southside
Tabernacle Church. Nightly

meetings begin at 7 p.m. with
refreshments served at 6:30
p.m. Children and Youth
worship begins at 9:30 a.m. on
Saturday.
Jan. 28 - St. Mark New
Member Fellowship Dinner
from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Jan. 29 - Mission Emphasis
Sunday
Coming in the Month of
February
Feb. 3 - Monthly Business
Meeting at 7 p.m.
Feb. 10-11 - Mid-Winter
Board held at St. John in
Arcadia, Florida
Feb. 19 - Church Outing to
Galilee M. B. Church at 3:30
p.m.
Feb. 20 - Church Outing to
First Baptist Institutional at 7
p.m.Also at St. Mark …
Sunday School is held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts

each Sunday at 9:30 a.m. All
are invited to come out and
join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m.
Members and the general
public are invited to study the
Bible with us and learn
“What Baptists Believe.”
C h i l d r e n a n d Yo u t h
Ministry Meetings are held
every Monday at 6 p.m.
Children in the community
are welcome to join us.
Yo u n g A d u l t M i n i s t r y
every Monday from 6:30 p.m.
(Bible Study).
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every
Tuesday at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Thursday at
7 p.m.

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan
Missionary Baptist Church,
“God’s House in the City,” under
the leadership of Dr Rickey L.
Houston extends an invitation to
the community to join us as we
declare the living Word of God.
Join us at 9 a.m. for Sunday
School and at 10:15 a.m.
worship service. Bible Study and
Teen Summit/Children Rising
are held on Wednesday evening,
at 7.
We are committed to a
Christ-centered, peoplecentered, team-centered and

Bible-based teaching ministry;
with priorities focused on love,
forgiveness, unity, peace and
growth. We celebrate in worship,
we care for one another, we
cultivate the fullest spiritual life
possible both individually and
corporately; and we communicate God’s truth at every opportunity. Living out these principles results in a kaleidoscope of
ministries for all ages and
interests. We also encourage the
community to make use of our
Prayer Line 727-321-9645.
Faith Bible Institute a three

year degree course in the study
of the bible begins Monday, Jan.
23 at 6:30 p.m. For additional
information you may contact Joi
Turner-McKnight at the church
office 727-327-0554.
Prayer Breakfast is
scheduled for Saturday, Feb. 4.
at 8:30 a.m. Join us and be physically and spiritually fed.
“Deeper Into God’s Word We
Shall Delve In 2012” II Timothy
2:15, 3:16-17
Telephone:727-327-0554
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.c
om. Website: www.bmmbc.org

St. John Missionary Baptist Church

ADVERTISE YOUR CH URCH EVENT
CALL

F O R A Q U OT E :

727- 8 9 6 - 2 9 2 2

Church News due by 4 p.m. on Monday of each week

St. John Missionary Baptist
Church, located at 3200 5th
Ave. S. Celebrating our 51st

church anniversary. "Afternoon
in Red" Program Sunday, Jan.
29, at 3 p.m. Speaker will be

Joann Gilmore from Divine
Worship House of God. Pastor,
Elder Hercules Gilmore

Faith Memorial Missionary
Baptist Church

The General Mission
M i n i s t r y, F a i t h M e m o r i a l
Missionary Baptist Church,
1800 - 18th Ave.nue South, St.

Petersburg has their Clothes
Closet (Clothing Give-Away
gently, quality used men’s,
w o m e n ’s a n d c h i l d r e n ’s

clothing) Saturday, Jan. 28, 9
a.m. to 2 p.m. The community
is welcome. Contact Lynn
Gordon at 727-365-6400.
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MLK

continued from front page

Father Clements’ life and the lives
of countless Americans. “As an
ambitious young priest,” said
Clements, “I had lost sight of my
true purpose in the priesthood,
unselfishly helping others. Dr.
King’s death made me re-evaluate
my life. From that point on, I
dedicated every phase of my life to
improving the lives of my fellow
man,” noting his work with One
Church, One Child, and program to
fight drug addictions. Father
Clements challenged the audience
to find more ways to help children.
He suggested that we spend more
time teaching children to value
freedom, stand up for justice, and to
love and care for others, which is the
dream and the legacy left to us by
Dr. King.
Award recipients this year
included Dr. Raymond Arsenault,
the John Hope Franklin professor at
the University of South Florida/St.
Petersburg campus, who received
the Humanitarian Award; Brianna
Price, a senior at Gibbs High School
and Christopher Felton, a senior at
Lakewood High School, who
received the Verdya Dennard
Robinson Scholarships; Attorney
Darryl Rouson, who received the

Leadership Award, and Father John
Gerth of St. Joseph Catholic
Church, who received the FaithBased Award.
The master of Ceremonies was
John Wilson of Fox13-WTVT.
Wilson has taken on this role for the
past 25 years. Other program participants included Chanda Ford and
India Welch as song leaders, Rev.
Clyde Williams, Mayor Bill Foster,
Dr. William Law of St. Petersburg
College, Bill Edwards of Bill
Edwards Presents, Minister Watson
Haynes, and Elder Ricardo Welch.
Recognized from the audience were
Curtis and Dianne Osburn, cousins
of Dr. King’s wife, Coretta Scott
King, the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Commemorative Commission,
military veterans, city, county, state,
and school board officials. Also
acknowledged were participants
from previous years, event sponsors,
and the hosts and hostesses.
Vincent Dolan, CEO of
Progress Energy Florida, served
as Honorary Chairperson, Signora
Farris and Minister Thomas
Whitlock were Co-Chairpersons,
and Angela Rouson was the Event
Coordinator. Signora Farris is the
current president of the St.
Petersburg Metropolitan Section
of the National Council of Negro
Women.

